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JAMES EARL RAY 

INQUIRY FROM SENATOR JAMES O. EASTLAND 



On the evening of 3/12/69 Jay Sourwine, Chief Counsel Jv 
for the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, telephoned Bishop ana 
advised that Senator Eastland had asked him to contact the FBI and 
request that he be furnished answers to the questions raised in his 
press release of 3/12/69. Bishop advised Sourwine that he had not 
seen a copy of this press release and therefore was not aware of the 
questions raised in it. Sourwine explained that in the release Eastland 
stated that he is assembling all available facts concerning the slaying 
of Martin Luther King in an effort to answer some questions in his 
mind and in his press release he has listed the principal questions to 
which he refers. Sourwine advised that he would send Bishop a copy 
of the press release in question on 3/13/69. A copy of it has been, 
received and is attached. 
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While the questions raised by Senator Eastland undoubtedly 
can be very simply answered by material contained in the Bureau file 
on this case, it is felt that we should advise Eastland that all data on 
.the case has been furnished to the Department of Justice and that he 
might wish to contact the Attorney General for the answers to his 
questions. 
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That Bishop be authorized to inform Sourwine that the FBI 
cannot furnish the information desired, but that Senator Ea; 
want to contact the Attorney General regarding this matter. 

Enclosure 

1 - Mr. DeLoach (Enclosure) 

1 - Mr. Rosen (Enclosure) 

1 - Mr. Sullivan (Enclosure) 

1 - Mr. Jones (Enclosure) 
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